PTO GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

December 7, 2011

Board members present: Timek Dah, Julita Cherry, Tammy Ray, Mark Cherry, Cynthia McDaniels

Meeting convened at 6:12 PM

1. Officer Kennedy spoke about Shop With a Cop and building security

· Shop With a Cop—On December 17th, over 60 kids are going shopping with police officers.  Two are from SBCS.  Officer Kennedy thanked all for their donations.
· Regarding security, there have been several break-ins.  Since then, cages have been installed on the first floor air conditioning units and there will be a new security system.  Officer Kennedy stated that the students are very well behaved at SBCS.  He also cautioned staff to lock up valuables as there have been some thefts.  Turi asked parents to use the main entrance doors to prevent break-ins if other doors are left open.  There is also concern about the speed of cars on Herkimer at drop off and pick up times.

2. Treasurer’s Report:  Mark reported that as of November 15th, there was $10,038.94 in the bank account.  There are expenses such as Great American that must be paid from the account, however.

3. Liaison Update:  Cynthia reported that she attended the SLT meeting where discipline and suspensions were discussed.  There have been 24 short term suspensions this school year.  Most have been for fighting.  There have been fewer incidents this year than last.  Staff is trying to determine any biases as more boys have been suspended than girls, and are looking at patterns.  There have not been any gang related incidents this year.

4. Fundraising: Julita reported a profit of $2,041.75 from Great American.  All 28 students who participated will be able to come to a party, and those who sold 20 or more items will get a limo ride and dinner.  Next big fundraiser is Joe Corbi.  There will be a flower mart/flea market on Saturday, May 5th at the school.

5. Voting actions:  Miss Timeka was elected to the post of parliamentarian.

6. Updated bylaws:  The main changes are differentiating between the SBCS PTO board and the SBCS Inc. board, the addition of two vice-presidents, the expanding responsibilities of the liaisons, and the addition of the amendment date for the bylaws.  The PTO voted to amend the bylaws.
7. Boxing Match: Ms. Jackie’s fight raised $540 for the SBCS Glee Club.

8. Grants Committee:  Ms. Maynard and Erik Delfosse are co-chairing the committee.  Other members are Ms. Shaw and Karen French.  The application deadline is January 6, 2012 to submit grant proposals.  The PTO voted to accept the grants policy and to NOT publicize the total amount available.  Additional discussion centered around how to involve more parents in the school and raising money (middle school parent liaisons, website, PTO members talking to the older students, more middle school centered events).

9. Curriculum:  Turi spoke about the SBCS curriculum.  Although the curriculum is always being discussed and changed, this is the current basic structure.  In the early grades, there is a two year rotation.  (K-1 for example focuses on the same expeditions at the same time over two years). This is also true for 2-3 and 4-5.  In the middle grades, it is a three year rotation.  This helps the teachers so that they do not teach the same thing over and over, and also is financially advantageous for the school (example:  two grades can go to the same place for field work).  Both administration and staff take part in the curriculum planning process.  The state mandated curriculum is studied as well as what national organizations suggest.  The staff makes sure that the state curriculum is met and also looks at the Big Ideas that should be taught.  Big Ideas are themes that transcend any one subject, such as Cycles, Constancy and Change, etc.  SBCS feels that critical thinking and confronting Big Ideas are very important for our students and will serve them well as they progress through their education.  Big Ideas are woven through the curriculum from kindergarten through 8th grade. The goal of the staff is to create a vertically aligned and balanced curriculum.  Vertically aligned is one that is scaffolded from grade to grade, and balanced means it encompasses skills, strategies, content and subject/genres.  We also want to create global thinkers who develop cultural awareness.  
10. Meeting adjourned at 7:37 PM.

